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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

Because of the great melodies and rich chord progressions, the music of George Gershwin continues to be fertile
ground for jazz players. The transcribed solos have been slightly altered to conform to a moderate degree of difficulty.
The player should use the written solo section as a guide and a springboard to personal improvising efforts.

The nuances of the jazz style are impossible to notate exactly. Key to this style is the concept of the swing or
syncopated rhythm. The treatment and interpretation of eighth notes largely contribute to this elusive feel. In rock

or Latin-style music, eighth notes are played as written, evenly, with the accent on the downbeat: J7 73 .77

Swing eighth notes are treated differently at different tempos, but they are usually written as even eighths. At moderate

tempos, the figure J7T77J 7777 would be played as | 1. ) 3 ). At bright tempos, the swing feel tends to flatten
out and is played more evenly with the pulse on the second half of the beat. /777 /777

Slower tempos (ballads) also tend to have a slightly more even eighth note feel. (Notice in listening to some solos
that although the rhythm section is playing in a 12/8 feel, the solo is being played with even eighth notes.)

Players who are used to playing only in orchestral or wind ensemble settings have to make the adjustment of
observing and interpreting eighth notes differently when placed in a big band or small group environment.

Some of the following unique jazz articulations are written out in these arrangements, but you can add more,
tastefully, to create your own style.

Accent, heavy, full value

Accent (“house top”), heavy, separated

Tenuto: long, full value, legato

Staccato: unaccented, less than full value

Accent, heavy and short

Scoop: short and long upward bend towards the note
Turn ;b:r =

Doit (doy-eet): Upward bend (brass 1/2 valve)

Fall offs (short and long): glissando down

Rip: long glissando up to note

Ghost note: implied or swallowed note

For more information and further study of improvisation, refer to the Jazz Improvisation Series books
Approaching the Standards by Dr.Willie L. Hill, |r., published by Warner Bros. Publications.
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Gershwin® by Special Arrangement is a collection of 11 songs arranged for the instrumentalist
wanting to play in a jozz style—without the need to learn to improvise. The “classically” trained
amateur or professional performer, or the intermediate-level (lll-1V) student, will enjoy playing
these expertly arranged Gershwin melodies just for fun or to include as a light piece on a recital
or solo-feature concert performance.

The ballads and medium-tempo and up-tempo swing tunes are arranged with a play-through
of the melody followed by a written-out “variation” chorus, a return to the melody, and an ear-
catching ending.

The piano, bass, and drum accompaniment CD will put you right in the band. The CD includes
both the solo instrument with the accompaniment track and an accompaniment-alone track for
each selection. The inexperienced performer can learn the appropriate style of playing and be
comfortable playing in the jazz style before playing along with the rhythm section track.

All of the instrument books are for the most part compatible, with only minimal changes in the
“variation” section to accommodate the ranges (sometimes including octave options) and
unique characteristics of the instruments—but all can be played together.

The three-line piano accompaniment book provides a rhythmic “comping” with chord voicings
written out plus the flute part to help in following the soloist, or even for the pianist to take a chorus.

For the jazzer, here is a chance to leamn Gershwin tunes and to explore playing ballads and the
swing style of popular standards. Chord symbols are included fo allow for improvisation.

By combining his jazz-keyboard chops, his 25 years as an instrumental instructor, and his superb
composing and arranging skills, Carl Strommen presents a fully playable, exciting, and tastefully
arranged collection of these immortal and memorable Gershwin fitles:

* | GOT RHYTHM
* BUT NOT FOR ME
* EMBRACEABLE YOU
* A FOGGY DAY
* FASCINATING RHYTHM
* |'VE GOT A CRUSH ON YOU
* 'S WONDERFUL
» HOW LONG HAS THIS BEEN GOING ON
» NICE WORK IF YOU CAN GET IT
* SOMEONE TO WATCH OVER ME
 STRIKE UP THE BAND

Available for flutefoboe ¢ clarinet * alto saxophone * tenor saxophone * trumpet
hom in F » trombone/baritone/bassoon ¢ piano accompaniment
Instrument books include the CD

$14.95
@ WARNER BHOS PUBLICATIONS W : H‘ ‘ “I‘ “ “IHllm n USA
15800 NW, 48th Avenue = Miami, Florida 33014 International Music Publications Limited
W A Warner Music Group Company -Griffin House, 161 Hammersmith Road, London Wi 8BS, England 04738
6 ""54979"19502' " 3
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