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In the spring o 1996, my great friend and brilliane viokinist Friedemann Fichhora invited me and my
girlfriend at-the-time Hila Plitmann (2 soprano) o gve a coneert with him in his home ciry of Speyer,
Germany, We had all mor thar year as students at the Juilliard School and were inseparable.

Decause wo were appeanng as a band of vavelling musicians, Friedy” asked mie to wnite & sct of
troubadour songs for piano, volin and soprano. L ashed Tl (who was born and rised in Jerusalem,

oy write me a few ‘posteards’ in her native tongue, and a few days larer she presented me with these
exquisite and delicate Hebrew poems. 1 set them while we vacarioned in @ small skiing villige o the Swiss
,-"Ll,rn','. and we performusd them For the first dme a woeek later in Speyer

In 2000, the University of Miami commissioned me 1o adapt the songs tor SATE chorus and string
quartet, and the Fironi Choir o Usiacl commissionod mo to .mlalT:-t them for SA, violin and pilmi 3, leawing
me now with five () different versions of the same works SATB and string quarter; SATB, violin, and
prano; 54 and Strang quaret; SA, violn, wnd piano; and the onginal soprana, violing aod oo,

Fach of the songs captures a moment thar Hila and 1 shared together. “Kald kalli” {which mcans
Tight bride was a pun | came up with while she was first teaching me Hebrew The bells an the
bepinning of I'yzc shilleg” arc the exact pitches that awakened us cach morning in Lrermany as they
ranie From a nearby cathedral,

These songs are profoundly personal for me, born entindy Gut of my new love for this
sexprano, poet and now my beautiful wifie, Hila Plirmann.

Fhic Whitacre



FIVE HEBREW LOVE SONGS

1. Temuni

A picture 15 engraved in my heart;
Moving hetaeen light and dardonees-

A st of silence envelopes your hocy,

Anel your hair falls wpon your face just so.

11, Kala kalla
I igght Taricle
She s all mine,
And lightly

Sk will kiss me!

1. Larow

“Muestly,” sadd the toof w the sky,

“the distance between you and me is endlessncss;
But a while age tao came up here,

And valy one centimerre was lefl between us.”

™. Elyze shéleg
What snoaw!
Lk lictle ddrcama

Falling from the sky.

V. Raki

He was full of tendemess;

She was vory hard,

A as muwch as she teeed to stay thas,
Simply, and with no pood reason,

He sk bor i himself,

And set ber down
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FIVE HEBREW LOVE SONGS

[or soprams, viulin, tambourine and piana
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1L Larov
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IV. Byze shéleg

What snaw!
Senza misura
SOPRANC
®!
VIOLIN é =
- 5" . 5“ i 5“ I
0 : 1 - +
k}——l — = ﬁEEﬁ_H——_ _’E
3 = = — E-_u:_‘, - = — = = -.—-FT.—.
PLAND ;ﬂ rep L I "p e
[ e ——
oy —»
o pradhaally, ramdomly mh sl the alestone secbim
4 play pitchies in nindom onder
whisprered
Eyae shelep! Kmio
chislornod kiandm J=éa

Maorflirn meehs o, in;
a)

= ——— =r==——
Vin. f

i,

P,




A e R O R

P

T,

| Pl

Pl musso

P~

Vo,

1

=

il

I_,,_‘__l

¥
—_—

e

=
—

=

=
=
.

=i
3

i
A1
4 1R

-l
i
v
B
Il b L4
-y [ I Rl
? AV E MJH “
k| uﬂ e e
i i L
Il L=l Jw-.”,. | :
q A <y L
i
! N ..
r..gu M ' v
| |
i |
Pl b
B
=




SUHTRANL

WL

PLAMI

76

V. Rakat
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