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PREFACE

The title of this work refers to a poetic form, the Emblema,
developed most notably by the Italian poet Alciati during the first
half of the sixteenth century. In general usage, the term is taken
to mean an epigram which describes something so that it signifies
something else. Later developments distinguish three components:
a superscription (or adage), an image, and a concluding epigram in
which the preceding elements are commented upon or explained.

Lemma-lcon-Epigram was given its first performance during the
La Rochelle Festival on 28th, June 1981, by Massimiliano

Damerini. The work was commissioned by the Venice Biennale.

Brian Ferneyhough



“Tout est hiéroglyphique” (Baudelaire)

Lemma-JIcon-Epigram

For Massimiliano Damerini
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